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THE FIRST VISION. 

Have you ever thought back to your earliest 
climbing days, and mourned, as I have done, the passing;, 
of the peculiar magic that mOillltainous plac~s held then, 

~- and which som~how rubbed off as the mow1tain scene oe­
came more familiar? Possibly you are still at that 
enviable stage - if SOt cherish your present delight,
for "it is of a rare kind that you will not find again.
I remember the wonder of it - scrakbling up the }tlle­
stone and wandering around the Try.fan buttresses, each 
sheltered bay and sunny nook a new thrill of pleasure;
first seeing theJScottish glens and marvelling at their 
scale, the heather and the herds of deer and the snow 
providing yet fjIrther joys. The first glimpse of the 
Alps, years later, was excitil1g, but it lacked that 
indefinable magic of the first days of all. 

However, I have found that a little, at any rate, 
of that precious something can be recaptured by leaving',
for a while the old favourites and visiting new hi~ls, 
new crags, new climbs. Perhaps you have made the same 
discovery for yourself. But it seems that many Dreads"' 
haven't. ~or last year, the meets planned for new or 
unfamiliar locations were badly supported and in one or " 

j 
J two cases fell through altogether. 

Now again tlns year we have a sprinkling of un­
familiar places in the Meets List -Yellowslacks, Esk­
dale, Cwn Silin, the Brecon Beacons. So let us see if 
we can recapture that "first visiorl', and add it to the 
deeper sati~faction of "being at home" among the hills. 
After all, isn't the urge to do Just that what we mean 
)Then we talk about the "spirit of adventure"? 

. It'',i < 

1 .. C.. c. 



SIXTY SEYlliL TiARS AGO - CONCUJDED 

Just as he' was exact in b-is choice of companions
 
so was Hal;.sen ill his choice of' equipment.. He took 9
 
pairs of Telena=k type skis, 2 pairs of ~k skis and
 
7 pairs Eade ofbeeci fitted with steel edges. ~indings
 
were Lade of leather. all the equipmei":.t "las loaded on
 
to 5 sledges \lhich Vier.especially designed for t~le trip.
 
l'he] wel'e 2.90 metl'es long and \Jeightd 11.5 l'.:g.
 

. '.i:he j,arty used ski boots; ilansen himself used' . 
Laplandel s bl~ogues for ,;ost of the trip. llost of 
their clothes were i-joollen, and the grelsuits which 
the party used became very i)Opluar wita Norwegian 
skiers in the years following the trip. 

The planned crossing .of Greenland was i tselfa 
j

hazardous trip but· even mo:ce dangerous vias the coUrse 
that they took - dl'iftirlgon an ice-floe. They left 
the boat on the 17th-July 1068 and they were alone· on 
the ice-floe around liT 65)N. r.Lley dl'ifted 200 kIn in 
14 days till they rEhlched tAT 61° 30 I . ,-[here they landed 
011 the coast; hmlever thei:c tOJ_ls '\:lel~e not yet ove:::. 
They l'o\ved northwards again t~r? '.!Eh. t~e broken ice close 
in to the land till they reaCQGQ J21V~k on LAT 640. 
From trere they started the s.id trip in the 'm1dd:Le of 
August. 

During 6 weeks of SKiing they encountered every 
kind of \ieather from glorious' sunshine to snowstorm 
and biting cold winds. The land and ice steep~ned a~d. 
by the first weel1: in Septe:uber they had reachea a helgnt 
of 2'lOOm. 

~he worst trouble met with was snow blindness. Faces 
became sore from "the wi.:..1.ds ..~_..Chl·istianso1:1 sui'fered cost, 
his face swollen and blistered and bleeding. Silk scarves 
and sun elasses gave protection from the scorching ray~ 

of the sun. Food beca:ne scarce and lUany times tt;Le-y 
turned i::lto their sleeping-bags feeling very hung-rYe They 
use:d t"\lO sleeping-bags, 3 men to each sack. 
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After the trip Balto was asked if he was ever 
satisfied with the rations he received. He answered 
a definite NO, bht he was always happy. After eating 
a double ration Sverdrup "laS heard to say "l am as 
hungry as a twlf". 

One of the main difficulties experienced \,ras the 
descent to the coast from the ice, where huge crevasses 
made it nearly impossible to manoeuvre the sledges.
Nevertheless they made the trip and on September 24th, 
after 7 weeks on the ice, they again set foot on solid 
rock. The trip which was branded as madness had been 
carried out without mishap. To finish, Hansen and 
Sverdrup rowed for 5 days in a little boat made from 
tent-cloth to Godthaab to get help to bring back all 
their equipment. 7hey were too late for the last ship
which left in th~ autumn so they had to winter in Green­
land, finally arriving back in Norway on 30th Hay 1889. 

Hansen's trip did much to develop skiing as a sport the 
world over and after his book "P8 Ski over Gr;6n1and ll 

had been translate<i into German, French and English in 
1891, production of skiing equipment in TTor\vay increased 
many fold. 

Nansen became Amll..l1.dsen's Ilhero" and there is no 
dou.bt that his adventures spurred amundsen on to under­
take his expeditions. 

Hansen's Greenland trip of 1888 is one of the dOSt 
important events in the history of ski sport. 

(Translated by John \[elbourn from the Skiforeningens
.Irbok "SntS og Slci: FridtjofNansens ferd p~ ski over 
Grjl$n1and i 1888" av Jakob Vaage.) 

Please note that oWing to a change in the street 
name the Hon. Edrs address is now: D. Co CUllum, 
"Oraigmore", 11 Corkland Road, Chorlton-cum-Hardy,
Manchester 21. Don't forget it, because you owe 
him a letter. (see page 8). 
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'i11.is viaS a verJ Vlell attenaedmee·c - a promising 
start for the ne,1 ~'e&r. ~lQveL O::'eads used -cL-e -:.)a1"n 
at Crowdecote after a deliGhtful i,lUd bath in tae Dales. 
Du:cing the evening Llem"!Jers visited the Pack ;~or.se I1L.l'l 
for "en drau;illil. 

Sunslline and a sharp fl'ost toget~:i.er with snow to 
a dept~l ol several inches .1lade ::.deal walking conditiOr.lS 
011 the Sunday. 

A break was made at the T~'aveller's J:.est on Axe
 
Ldge j •.and luncll was a hu~:ried. ai':tair at the J:hree
 
·Shires owing to a keen wind.J...ftar a sonewhat
 
s~eltered walk down the Dane valley, a really keen
 

. wind ·Has encountered on iloach :Gnd. 

At this stage of the walk 1 .~-;..F. and two companions 
set aver:/ fast paae. They -li61'e l-e-~Jarded 'bi- their 
ei'fort for they vlere the or.J.y Iilembers of the party to 
wake Leek in time for the ~-. ~;5 i.J. :-a bus. :L'he rest 
llillortUJ."18.tely had to kill time l-.l""Gil 7.55 p.m.. in the 
rain. HDwever, a cup of tea SOOll revived the only 
lady ii1 the party, l:..uth Bottger. J.~i. 

~peris }~et, January 21s~. 

ili tli memoxies of the g::.'(:;a.t gale on the LLanberis 
meet of 1953, and the supel'b snOH con<iitiollS of 1954, 
we looked fonmrd eagerly to this wsei.:-end, 1.iondcring 
\vhat meteol'ological phenomena. awaited us. FXOill this 
poi~t of view, the Saturday was disappointing - mild, 
damp weatheI', lov/ cloud, and practically llO snow 1'e­
mair:ing~ The parties at Ynys Btt\'is and C....:m. Glas r~awr, 

having come equipped with axes, claws and ice-pegs, had 
difficulty in.adjusting themselves to the unexpected 
conditions. Eventually Colin horris and the 30n. Ed. 
went off and climbed Great Gully on CyrnLas. Several 
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other groups wandered over Snovldon and the Gliders in 
thick mist. The jleet !'eader an,dGeoff 'lhompson, feelin§ 
that their advaJcing years exocerated them f~o~ any 
pretence of 6partan enthusiasm, spent the da~T on a 
leisurel:." pub craill from the Vaynol Arms to P. Y. G. 

On Sunda~T, beau.tiful mild SlL'11ly \leather did much 
to compensate f'ol< the absence of snow. Several 
parties climbed on the Three Cliffs, and a small group 
of tiGers led by Colin liorris and .day Eandley, fought 
theirvTai up the l'rilon.. Other parties walked over 
the SnolJdo:i.1. lcidg8S, basked i:1 sunshine on the sUYJEli t, 
a:::id took namer'ous photographs. 

After a rather late s~art, the ~eturn was en­
livened by a concert given by the Dread Glee Club. 

P. H. F. 
(Reliable source.s reJ?o:rt that Johnny Fisher's 

party used no lass than fo~ pegs on Trilon"! - Bd.) 

• 
C 0 R RES PO ~ DEN C E 

Is the Oraad Lews Letter to become a.Tournalof 
Polar E,x,tllo:.:'ation? ~ih.ilst not ,criticising in an~r 

way \'1a: r tile adLlil~able articles on tIlis topic in the 
January issue, I do feel that more space shoUld be 
given to Dread activities ill this country. Hy 
criticis~ is not directed at you, sir, but at the 
apathetic club members who fail to provide you with 
accounts of their doings 1 -especially those ( and there 
are quite a large number of them) who have never sent 
a singla article to the I,- .L. since its inception. 

"lours etc., 

P. :~. Falkner. 
(2ear, hear 1 - Bd.) 
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o H :s ADS I N SHORTS .........- ­
Phil Falkner, practising \/hat he:preaches, sends 

a note that he wa~s in Jales wi tt Betty Bird, t~le Handleys 
andmeLloers of the Polaris on February. 5th-6th. There 
was a fair amount of 11ew S,10\1 ard on the Saturday the 
party vlalked over a number of sL.all peaks near nantlle ­
i·iyr..ydd Drws y Coed, I\Lynydd Tal-~'-Hignedd, Carnedd Goch 
and "Pen y Silin". Phil comments that parts of the 
ridge are narrow and craggy and especially enjoyable 
under snow. 

The party spent bunday ~ photographic ruminations
 
up and down the Snowdon xidges. By the way, Phil re­
cently passed his driving ~est.
 

<I. -
._ DavePenlingtoi.1. is now in },elgium. He expects to 
bp home on iiarch Jrd. 

1~en Griffi ths i.s in hospi tEl at Grantham. The . 
nature of his ill~ess is lli'llmm'Jl1. Ernie ~larshaU 1.$ 
still at Ash"ion Inf~rmary, and would-be visitcn.'s are 
still welcom13 at nCraigmore ll • 

•
Chunky Cartwright's Paris address is Deloitte 

Elender Griffiths &00., 39. rius Gambon, Paris ler. 

The "Nottingham shower", appar~ntly in preparation 
for the Dolomites, went a-pegging at Stony Middleton on 
Fie bruary 6th• 

• 

YOU HAVE O:3SE..BVED
 
THIS EhPT;[ SPACE, DEAR FhIEND;
 
IT ~iAS ..
.d!'6£RVED' 
FO:t rmIS YOU DIL NOT SEND. 
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·~,ai11 was a product of the.i.ancheste:r ::ambling Club 
- b&f'ore the 1914-18 'ltJar. He End his conpani 0:.1 , the 

famous Harry Gilliat, explored the fastnesses of 31eak­
l:owand ~t~nder, and .then arotL.'1.d 1922 joined the ~1uck­
sack Club - a move that \-:as to open a vista of ne1:1 
friends and great deeds, and to earn him the sobriquet 
of' I'Bloody Bill the Bogtrotter ii • No \'ialking fe£.t \"Jas 
,too long, no open air bivouac too wet or too cold for 
·this tough. moorland uanderej.·" anc~ it was to his inveL-· 
t1ve genius that vie owe many famous rdgil level bog 
trots of today. liThe Three Inns '~Jalkll, the "Double 
Hc~.rsden Edale ll , and many all nigllt bOi;trotting ci'ossings 
o.f Eleaklow, l~inder, and Black di 11 were all pla.1'1...'1.ed 
and executed by him, often under vile condi tj.ons of 
rain, 'blizzards , and pitch black nights, during ''i~lich 
the use of torches was considerec taboo and progress was 

, al'WaYs a matter of skilled compass viOrk. 

Other areas ~lso rece1v~d his attention - 'the 
Ber"lryns - the ',ieIsh three thous2.nds - and the Scottish 
four thousands \It'lich he and Gilliat accomplislled in 
~he fantastic time of 11 hours 0 mirlutes walking plus 
four hours travel by car which tra~sported them from 
the Ben Nevis area to the Cairngorms. Em/ever, perhaps 
his most famous expedition was the planning; i.Llf'cu~~u.:-ra­

tion and executicin of that great llmilestone mis81711, 
th.e 70 mile "Colne to Ro\!sle~r'!, il.'. 1926 - a ma::;t")J' 
route vlhich today is considcl"ed -ete gTeatest c:Las:,;ic 
in the Peak, and a feat o:!" consid.er8.ble end:'.l'C:l.r!ce if 
accomplished undEH' winter condi tiODO. (l bd .. ; A 11 ctle 
later i.t viaS Gi11iat who (::xtend0Q the CO'E'se fl"OI'1 

CoIns to 1-1at.:'ock ill al1. i:::l.::re:iit-lc: tir1(;:.. ·Jf LLld.'.-3:L' 2~t hours, 
a record ,o[mcn pl'obab1y .st.i:l staLcJs today'. 

L • 
; By 11010[ you \Vil). 1..)1':; wor1deriD.g viUO is th~ 5 i:rj],o~)(l~T 

3ill il , this n:.aa vltlO f')j' e. v3.;~(>r o:t a r"i.':lt af S~.P,IJ'1~' 
onC8 walked bd.refcot;ecl OV8l', 1..(18 L.i:;'l~'i [l:.J"L. l),Jl.·...i-3:.l'l. 

"~L V 'l'~""e to E1~1a CliJ.-\. ~·... r" "1-'1'"' G"C~ ....·C ~.:~C'~ .... Y".""\ .... ,:>r'J 
....,. 

+'(\1.." .~_J1· ....G.ti- .. .:4-1. . ....,' \f·~"". : ·C.... J..J'.1 _ 
b1c" 

"hosoi-calitv at ,=unstedlA.~ tha'i; cal2,t~1,; h0llBd t8~..... (;Jl.: 

Hayfield aUd Kincejr L:>l,r. ' 
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In later life he be,came the inspirer of youth, took"~ 

over the licences of the "ChUl'ch Eotel" and the l~:ag~ 
-iead ll at :B..dale, became a Rural District Councillor - and 
indefatigable \!O:.'ke:c for the Peali Distl"'ict Branch of the ,; 
C;ouncil for Preservation, of Rural :h:ngland - fought stren­
uously and successfully against the steel magnates who . 
attempted to industrialize the Ecale Valley with great' 
steel \'lorks, and indirectly plarrr:ed Iaany great walks and, 
i~spired many great walkers with his slogans of reward 
for success, such as uA pint on the House", or, (as in 
the case of the 120 mile "Tan Hill to Cat and Fiddlej 
"Breakfast on the House". 

He is still there at Ea.ale - jovial,f:ciendly, 
ever ready to greet ttle cli[10e1", mountaineer, and bog­
trotter - always willing to listen to the deeds of the 
day, to pass comment, to give advice, to help plan a 
:...oute, and to pull you a 'piJ.1~t; of the best. That is 
ItBloody Bill the Bogtr';)tter ll , filir e host of the ,jjag's 
:1:ead Inn", at Ldale' - non~ other, tllan our old friend ­
Fred Heardman. Eric Byne. 

---------- ... 
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