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ZACING OR LAIBLING?

Interested in motor-racing? If so, you will be
pleased to hear that plans are afoot for const;uctln.b
a2 road racing circuit twelve wniles long in the .artington
area - t.oe exact location end otaer details are still
j secret (why?). It,appears, hovever, that the course
o will trQSpuSS on the northern end of the Dove valley,
and cthat it will 1uclade a streig ht section o whlch

“cars :ay attein 200 w.p.h.

; But what is the wroar of cars at 200 m.p.h. to those

. for wuom the weasured Trcad of hoots averaging two im.s.i.
is as sweel mgcic? What is the stink of pe"'ol, oil
and brrning tyres to those who ask for no better perfume

“ghan clean air? sind waad are tuae crowds wio will flock
“to the area to those who love the peace and solitude of
the countryside? Mhere 1s a collactive 2oun for these
phenOmena - a bloody nuisance., :

. An.1nteresclng 1tem in uhe report is that in 1953
the Minister of Pransport toured the proposed course "in
a taxi to avoid puollc noticel. Good God, man, wiat's
wrong with your own two feet? And why avoid public
notice, unless you were doing some hlﬂ“ you were ashamed

of9

1t mey be argued that the people I have referred to
above (ise..us) are a minority of er anlts. I.challenge
" that, but even if it were true are not tie interescts of
“minorities among the tulngs democracy is SquOou~ to
safeguard? It is true that the area involved is saall,
~ and not a particular favourite of rasblevs. - Butv tast =
" is irrelevant. The proposed track nas one resyule 1l
common with cement worus, television raste ard hydre
electric schiemes. It is intoleraule. D.C. G
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HSO0LIDAYS

Now that the suviuer is rapidly approaching, climbers
and lesser mortals heve been, or are going to start,
thinking about nolida-s. 411 of us ot sometime or an-
other ‘'iave seen neop le departing for their holidays
laden with luggage, andg ve wuast nave wondered what en-
joyment taey got fro. the noliday of their cuoice, or
even wondered how anybod; could possibly enjoy any sort
of holiday other tuan oune speunt wmouirtaineering.

The question must be reversed however when people
see clinmbers deperting for their holidays. They probably
wonder why our faces aie not clreadry frowning with an
advence cose ol rerves, due to tihinking of the terrible
ordeals Wwe are to go throuril. viell, this is an attempt
to enlighten tueay it is also a slight plcture ior tne
newecomners to our ranks, who as yet have not had a long
climbing holiday.

- & .

As I am a child at heart my stomaciL starts to feel
rather on edge the night )e¢ore d@)aruufe. “his 1t must
Te adultted is nervous excitement due vo the thouzht that
zy much aweited holiday is shortly to arrive. This excite=
ment toen mounts steadily untill the transport is caught on
;e following evening, and never really decreases until I
- zeturn home, It is inevitable that somewhere on the -
journey a bus or train will be boarded but sven the usual
fignt with a rucksack seems enjorable.

The following da.r-, be it morning or evening, the
peaks that we have been waiting long to see come into
view. The thoughts are spontaneous; if the area is new
to us, our -eyes dasi round in a berserk manner, and we
taink, "Will that go? Look at that gully! What a mag-
nificent face! Shall we heve enough time for this and
triat and the other?® If however we have ade tihis
particular pilgrimage before, our eyes find scenes of
desperate encounters, places where we have basked in the
sun, in fact we are greeting old enemies which are also
Tfriendse.
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On my holidays the days seem to fallo: a definite
nattern. The first morning of the heliday, I am out
of bed like a flash and ready to go at a fantastically
early hour, then as the holiday progresses the hour of
rising gets later. It must be admitted that there is
always a remote cnance tnat one is getting fitter but
the bed has a growing attraction which is hard to cordec

After about a week of seeing nothing but rock,
shoa, ice, scree and mountains in general, ny soul gets
a feeling of revulsion that can only be overcome by an
woff dayM. capey tho ughL, stay in bed lete, do not71ng
all day - wow lazy can the climber become? There is one

- faet that must be mentioned here and it is that if the
~holiday is a wet one, and after climbing in rain for a
‘week, you do have a day ol rest, you can pbe sure your

day of rest will be fine and it will be the only fine
day of the holidav. ,

‘“he companions oi nmy holiday wanderings are those
who are tried and frusted, in other words people I kuow
well,. I once went to Sxye witin a siranger and after
two days- ¥e could not stand tine sight of each other.
Fortunately there were other parties in tie house and
we were.able to go our resnective wajs. iJhen the

~ holiday . was.over we beceme tne test of friends, but we

have never climbed together since.

Oof course the financial asvnects of a holiday weizh

" heavily upon the minds of most climbers. The usual

question winen the holiday is first thought of is "Can
I.afford it?" and whilst on holidey the horrible thought
is constantly in one's mind, W/ill- my money last?® . Apart
from the personal ifinancial problem the question of
currency allowances for the holiday abroad crops up.

dere climbers are lucky, for they can usually live-very
cheaply in the huts znd save their valuable fizncg for
the more important things in life ~ Parls omn Gie wWay
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companions - uniess of course you do not Want to be
invited out with them again.

Unfortunately like everything else, a climbing
holiday must come to an end, sooner or later. However
rere a climber 1s lucky, because he 1s usuaslly "snap happy",
-wnicin means that ne w1ll have taxen photograpns of every-
body and everything whilst e had the oppor tan;ty, and
tals weans that e also .as souwe pictures to look at,
instead of umemories, whieh . row dim over a period of years.
de nas also acguired a supply oif infornation on which to
base his "line suoots" ror the nezt twelve mont:s.

'he steps of the journey are retraced and the climber
returns home. Sunburnt if he is lucky, dirty inevitably,
some iarks of battle usually, but one thing is certain -
he will have had a marvellous time and a holiday that he
would not exchange for filfty weeils at Brigaton. = liede

RECELNT AND FORUHCOMIITG TEETS

Bra531nguon, reb;uarv 12th/13¢h. A _roup o Oreads
arrived at the foot of bsrassiuguo:: LOCAS, to camp in
perfect South Georgia conditiors. A blizzard sprang
up while the tents of the last coutiigent were-being
erected, and in the neantime a partiy of scouts arrived
with a bucket of ice.

-

e
Zventually %tie :Qppy rocr or Hr;JuS stoves echoed -
Fron teat to tent. But louder and far more fierce was
the voice of rete (Abomineble) Janes who flinging fuis
primus into the snow shouted “ihe -! stoves outv -! about
waiting on you =--f ¥

“he night was cool, and Sunday dawned bright. Uncle
Bric and Cnarlie arrived wishiig everyone a brignt and
Lreezy good morninge. The time was 12 noon.

I'he climbing was excellent, especially as iioore
buried his head in a hole in the rock crying for a top
TONEe I have always thought that his posterior would
look Tar better than his face, and this was proved true.
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Laurie Burns and his mechanical leader after rescue
proceeded systematically to tick off all the best routes:
available, until dropping with fatigue the wincin-hand

crying "I'm -{ ®

Two parties ascended Brassington Face, saying
the reason their knees were saaking was bpecause they
could beat a tattoo on the rock with their toes, so
keeping their circulation flowing.

Some very interesting skiing on the grass slopes
approaching tine rocks was nad by one meuber of the meet
who introduced an acrobatic method of sowmecrsaulting on
ski when stationery so as to turn round.

The meet broke up eventually late in the aftc noo“.:
We all agreed it had been a highly successful week-end
My only comuent is that it was 2 pity more Oreads did

not get out for the full week-end. He e

Glan Dena, February 25tk/27th. This was our third:
annual joint meef at the H.,A.l's country residence,

‘and what a hectic weekend it¢ turned out to bhe! The
leader, along with Charles Asnbury and John Adderley,
arrived almost simultaneously with Ken Brindley and

John Fisher, after exciting journeys over icy roads.

The hut was completely blocked by a huge snowdrift,

and all water systems were frozen solid. Adderley

now blossomed forth in his true colours as an anarchist,
as with blow torch in hand he endeavoured to set fire

to the hut under tiue excuse of de~freezing the water
pipes and lavatory systems. Only the frozen nature of
the wood and the grace of God prevented thisy nevertie~ ;
less by 4 a.m. Saturday morning he and Chorleq Ashbury
had everything under control. Brindley had stcked

the boiler, and the leader had orgaplzed a rogving firve
in the lounge, and so we retired to bed in pioste Wt L
.complacent moods.

_ Saturday was glorious. Bogs of shn0d « GLG powauty |
for axework ~ a bitter wind, cloo Loy rd riarions
yellowing sunsnine tempted evei,o¢° 2t ownsd .

- "
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sxl=ed, some went ;1Q‘ewaln1ug, sen Brindley tcowed Adderley
¢nd Fisuer up thigh deep snow in .estern Gully on Glyder
Fach, and iike i.oore aud Gerry Sritton on the advice oy the
ceder tackled the formidable pitches of Tryfan's “orth
ully, probably the best classic winter route in the area,
with uae'result that they returned late but elated. §Said

‘Jerry "I stood on a mound of powder snow wailst iiike stood

an w7 -shoulders, and I wonde;eu which-would collapse first,
we of the snow wound, but at the critical moment ifike moved
up the biy piteh and bota the snow aund I breatied a sigh of
relieft. ~ :

Tudy :sndley, the first ©o open the aut that afternoon,
found werendous pursts ia the ladies! bedrooms, and with
true plumbers zeal scramvled into the loft to see what she
could do. she forgot the witchien vas underneath and almost

made an unpfemealtaced ana rapio descent as the asbestos

roofing geve way bencath lcr feet. - 3Beating her breast with
woe she dasihed out of "thw hut ieelously clducalng the water

standpipe, and ching'out loudly to the blue skles, "0h where,
ah_where do I turn it OfI 7. :

A';ren21ed aou: of "ioil cnd Wct' noew followed. The

. Teader was neard to bleat feebly that only water from the

river could be used from now o, c“d was scen to cower in
the icy blast as standing upon the bdridge he hauled up
inaumerable buckets of water whilst cruel jeers floated from
e doorway of the liute

fortunately, DranlLJ once more came to the rescue,
discovered a stop cock in the roof wihlci isolated the ladies!
side of ﬁe nut, end so once more fires roared up the
chimney, the water cioriled in the pipes, and the leader

"gloomily nursing a cold, collected with fiendish glee the

hut dues, and hugging tihe limp and tattex ed bauk notes to
his bosom, retired early to bed.

Sunday was sven more glorious as to wveather. Acderley
who p;ev1ously nad been seen waving the blow torch and ex-
eleiming to all and Suﬂdf7 H1'm an uabungerupper of bunged-
up Javatory c1sc:rns was 1now persaaded by Brindley (ex
Valiyrie) whn hed a tigerish gleam in his eye;. Lo go and -try
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forcing an unclimbed gully to the left of Devil's
altchen. The,- departed festooned with pitons of
incredible length and vere only defeated by Lecic of
time.

Fabulous Piil and nay Handle; forced one of the
harder gullies on ¥ Garn, on snow which was definitely
iwmproving, and many others vere out walking. 3at the
leader and nis pard, with admirable fortitude, declined
the invitation of tne peaks and witan true stoicism and
muttercd oatus, clecaned up the nut and wasihed up all
the pots, pans, and cutlery, whici cveronc sezid tierstd
washed, but which still littered tue dining room and
kitchen in filthy disarrazv.

Once again we thank the i..A.li. for the use of the
hut, and sympathize with the problems that remain.

Z.Be

fhe master :.eet, Glenco¢ aind Ardgzour.

‘"he coach is how full, so if you're not one of the
lucky ones with a seat youlve had it - sorry, but the
circular did say first come first served.

~—

———

The recent severe weather augurs well for the
climbing in Glencoe. Dontt forget that baster in
Scotland can be Arctic, so bring full winter gear,

If in doubt where to caup, write to me telling me
where you intend to climb, and I'll try to advise you,
as I know Glencoe fairly well. Ior the affluent,

g excellent accomumodation can be nad at a very reasonabnle
§ price at either xingshouse or Clachnaig Hotel. There

E is a primitive barn at Allt na Feadh (on the Glencoe
road about two miles west of the Glen Ltive croneruads).
‘It might still be possible to get in at the S....u. .iuh,
Lagangarbh (men only).

If you have not yct paid for thirs woct,
pleasc do so before the day of denarbuvret (o200

be sent to iidck Hardby cr me, ani chogize ot aeotal
orders made payable 1o the aduisssey, L.o0 Lo ERIETNS
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OB ADS I

The Cookes attended vine annuel dinner of the
wountain Club of 1. .Jales on iebruary 19uh. 3rian
responded ror tie guests - toough ne didn't know ne
vas going to until he arrived! tiike :ioore and
Laurie 3Burns viere also in :.. wales tuat weexend.
0n tne Saturday toney asceuded lioel Siabod and on
the Sunday, togetuner vitua Zrian and karion, cli.sbed
a snowy gully oa Pen yr (Qleu ien.

‘he same weekend, Eric svne was principal guest
at the S.U.il.C. Ainner at the Marcuis of Granby. On
tine Sunday Lric, with Vraiu ritzgerald, (President
S.7e1.C) end taurice Twentyman, climbed the Morth
Face of Back Jor under very icy conditioas, taking
four hours. Eric believes tinis may be a #irst winter
ascent. '

Like lHoore and his Hut CQJNQAJlutee have been
continuing their herd vwork looki. ; for a Club nut.
They nave a "possible' in the Suonage area, &nd
anovher iu Capel Curig - a cotlaw+s ~2llea '".Jaenhir®,
This led John Welbourn to make = Quote - "What's the
news . aboat this Ben Hur place? n ' e

Speaking of huts, Zric Byne functioning in his
capacity as President of che riountain Club opened-
tieir new hut, fyn y Twll, on ilarch 5th. The hut
is situated below Craig Cowarci. "he i.ucksack Club
have already offered the kountain Club reciprocal
rigntssy it's time we got onel ’

It has long been apparent that only half a dozen
members want a Journal, end it looks as if the same
number or less want a iiewsletter. Isnt't eitner of
these worth supporting? Are you going to let both
of tThem die?
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