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Editorial
 

?JiQ17CL.9R ~Ji..':'iJ3L..IFG? 

. Interested in motor-racing'~ If' so, you will be 
pleased to tlear that plans are afoot for constructing 
a l~oa.d racing circuit 'Cl:lelve ~..!iles long in tile : ,a:rtillgton 
area - t~'le exact location 2,ild ot;"16r details are still 
se"cl'etCvlhy·?). It appears, hm;evel', that the COUl'se 
"/ill ttespass on the northel"n end of the Dove v8.11ey, 
and that it \vill iliclude a stl'c.ight sectron on \'Jhich 
cars ;~ay attain 200 B. p. h. 

But,·/hat is the :..'oal' ot' cal'S at 200 m.,t:l. h.to those 
for whom the iG.easu:red 't:'':G~d of boots averaging tvlO ill.'-;. h. 
is as sweet l1J~i1.,;·1 ~lhat is 'the stinl;: o:fpetl'ol,' oil-
and bpr:l~ng tyres to those \'lhoE1Sk for riD better perfume 

·-t;han clean air"? •.b.nu U~la~ aI'8 t:1e crovlds ',,1:10 \Till flock 
. tJ the area to those who love the peace and 'solitude of
 
thecountxyside? ~h~re is a col18ctiv8 20llil fox these
 
phenomena -.a bloody nuisance.
 

An interesting :Ltern in '~he rel)ort. isthat in 1953 
the Eii1ister o:t l:,"'a...'1.sport tou.i'ed t~1e prQposed course "in 
a taxi to avoid pUblic lJ.otice ll • Good G-od, man, \'l:::a·t's 
wrong ilith JOuz m,m two feet? And vlhy avoid public 
notice, 14lless YO·J.. \181'e dai.ng something you 'fere asha.med 
of? 

It may be argued that the .people I have i'eferred to 
above (i~ e •. us) are a minorit,)'; of cranks., . I. cha.ll~:1.nge 

-, that, but everi if it were true are not the illtei'Gs cs of 
. minori tie·s among the tllings democ.i"'acy is SUpp03C~ to 

safeguard'? It is true that tt18 a.rea involv8Q Is 5:11,,:11, 
and not a particular favourite of .i~ai,lb:"el''::;.. B"J.::·c~,,-·,t 
is' irre~evi;l.llt. The proposed t7'ack llaR O[J.0. J. 8:l ~i...i.J.t;: Ll 
common with cement wori.:s, 'teL~'ji3i,oi1 Last~ ar.cl r:Jrjy-c 
electrie schemes. It is intolerable •., . D.C.G. 

- ] 
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HOLl_DAYS 

':\Jow that the Smili.jler is i'apid.ly approaching, climbers
 
and. lesser mortals have been, or are going to start,
 
thinking about holidac'-s. all of us at sometime or an­
other ~ave seen ~eople departing for their holidays
 
laden with luggage, and. \;8 lL.ast ~lave \V'ondered l,Illat en­

j oJment t;lley got f:co,,; t~le l1olida:r of their c~loice, or
 
even wondered hail an~rbod.{ could possibly enj oy any sort
 
of h:Jliday oUler t~lal1 one S:LJ811t L.l.ou:.ltaiaeering.
 

The 4uestioll must be reversed however when people 
see clirJbej.... s departing for their holidays. They probably 
'Wonder i>lhy ::>Ul" faces 8o:-.:e not .s~lreadj frowr...ing VJi th an 
adV2.nce c~ose 0;( ~·erves, ciuata thinking of the terrible 
ordeals ive are to go tlu·O:''..~;~l. -Jell, this is an a tterupt 
to enlighten tileill~ i tis also a s~iGht lJictu!e i OI' the 
:i.leWCOmers to our ranks , idho as ye'~ have not nad a long 
cliubing holiday. 

As I am a child at heart my stOIJlacll starts' to feel 
z:..ather on edge the night ~Jei'ore de)ar-cure. '.;-'11is it must 
De adlnitted is nervous eXCi-ce1l18:.rc due to the thought that 
my much awaited holiday is short1] to a 1"1"i ve. ,This exci te­
ment t~len mounts steadily until the transpoI't J.S caught on 
tb.e following evening, and ileVe:i.' 1"'eal1:;- decreases unti~ I 
:..'et"J..:r-n h.oine. It is inevitable that somel'1here on the 
journey a bus or traill Hill ~)e !)oarded but even the usual 
fight Hi tl'l a rucksack seems enJo/ab1e. 

~Che following da"', be it I.i.lOl"'ning or evening,. the 
peaks that we have been waiting long t~ see come J.~to 

view. The thoughts are spontaneous; J.f the. area J.S new 
to us our -eyes dash round in a berserk maIlier, and we 
t£link; Wfi"ill that go? Look at that. gU~~Yl vlhat ~ mag-:­
nificent face! Shall we h2ve enough ~~ille for thJ.s and 
that and the other?ft If hm/ever we have luade this 
particular pilgrimage before, our eyes find. scenes,of 
desperate encounters, places \111ere VJe have oasked J.h L",he 
sun, j.n fE.ct '''8 aI'e greeting old enemies Hhich are ¥so 
fXi~l.l.a.~. 
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On my holidays the days seem to follo1fJ a definite 

pattern. J?he fil~st morning of tL1e holiday, I a.Ill out 
of bed like a flash and ~eadJ to gQ at a fantastically 
early hour, then as the tloliday progresses the hour of 
rising gets late:r. It illuSt be admitted ·chat t~lere is 
always a remote c~-;.a.l1.ce tl1at one is getting fitter but 
the bed has a grO\'1ing attraction which is hard to' com1:~x. 

After abo~t a week of seeing nothing but rock, 
show, ice, ~cree and @owltains in general, my soul gets 
a ~ee1ing of revulsion that can only be overcome by an 
lIo:ff day-ft. Eappy thought, stay L:1 Jed late ~ do nottling 
all ,day - Qo~lazy can the climber become? There is one 

. fact tilat laust be mentioned c-...ere and it is th.at if the 
.• hOliday is a wet one, and aftel' climbing in rain fOJ..~ a 
week, you d~ have a day of rest, you can be sure Jour 
day of res't will be fine and it i.!ill be the only fine 
day of' the holida:r • 

The companions of my holiday wanderings are those
 
viho are tried 'and1t;rusted, in other \vords peo;Jle I knO\'l
 
well.. I once went to Skye with a stranger and after
 
'tllo.days. \:e, co:.U.d no't stand t~"le sight of each other.
 
Fortunatelythexe were other parties in the house and
 
we vere.able to go our res,ective ways. Uhen the
 
holld.a¥; lICls -: over we becc.me the' best of frie:-lds, but 1'1e
 
have never climbed together since. .
 

Of course the financl.a'l as:pects ::>f a holiday ·weiGh 
L16av1ly upon the minds of most climbers. The usual 
question. \'ihen 'i;he holiday is first thought of is liGan 
I. affoxd i t?lI and \'lhilst on holiday th.e horrible thouGht 
is constantly ia one's mind, "Hill· my money last?" , Apal~t 

from the personal financial problem the question of 
currency- allowances for tile holiday abroad crops up. 
Here climbers are lucky, for they can usually live very 
ch~aply in the huts &nd save their valuable fr~~c~ for 
the·more important things in life - Paris or... ~~lbvjG.V 

through,. aild t~le local wine cellar" A. WQ?d. -.;f ~:J:-.- :.. "{i 
tonewcome:rs. to. the gameg do not (.ilS $01I.'G 11'.:;-:i,3~; ~:,' 
llJ!ne diq.. th6 othBJ:' s ....l.h'me.7.') ~J'e:J.~ t':e -"1.:=, ~.;"j; '-I' ':i',") ,;;.'j '(c ;-;" S 

. fra.p.csllpon br;\.q.ge3~ t'~J.~ cvn,~~.i(LE::' '~:.) ';.;.1,,' 5;~ ..~.~~ : :<,~1 
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compa~Qons - llilless of course you do not want to be
 
invited out with tQem again.
 

"Un.f0rt:xnately like everything else, a climbing 
holiday must come to an end, sooner or later. However 
l:.ere a clirJber is lucky, because he is usually 11 snap happy", 

.which meallS that he will have ta...cen Jhotog:caphs of every­
body and everyt~-ling \·T:1ilst >.e had the o].J~)orttmity ~ and 
tl-~is lilea:ns that ~le also ,~d.s smlle pictures to look at, 
instead of Elemories, vThichr'o''il dim over a period of years. 
as has also acquired Cl supply of infor~ation on which to 
base his IIline Si.lOots ll fOl'" the next twelve mon-c:·ls. 

l'he steps of the joui'uey are retl'aced. and the climber
 
returns home. S~~burnt if he is lucky, dirty inevitably,
 
SOille lilarks of battle usuall,{, bu.t one thing is certain ­

ne will have bad a marvellous time and a holiday that he
 
~mulc: no'~ e:;cchange tal'" fifty lJeel~s at Brig~lton. h.j~i.
 

HECEl'fT AIm F05~,":i:COliII:G I·BETS-'.'--,-
Brassin >ton Februar'T 12tW_llc;1. A ~)roup 0: Oreads / 
a1'1'i ved at -he foot of BrassilJ.g·vO~~ l'ocl(s, to camp in 
Rerfect South Georgia condi tiO:L1S. .A blizzard sprang 
up while the tents of the last COll'ci:'lgent \'/ere /being 
erected, and in the ueantime a party of scouts -arrived 
with a bucket of ice. 

Eventually tLe l:al)PY ranT of l.)ri~:lus stoves echoed 
rrorn te.l.lt to tent. But louder and far more fierce ws.­
the voice of Pete (Abominable) Junes who flinginr hls . 
primus into the sno\v shouted uThe -1 stoves out·.( -: about 
waiting on you ---1 " 

~he night was cool, and Sunday dawned bright. Uncle 
Eric and Cha~lie arrived wishil~ everyone a bright and 
breezy good morning. The time was 12 noon. 

The climbing was excellent, especially as :doore 
bu~ied his head in a hole in the rock crying for a top 
l'o~)e.. I have always thought that his posterior would 
look far better than his face, and this was proved tru~. 
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Laurie Burns' and his mechanical leader after rescue 
proceeded systematically to tick off all the best routes: 
available, Wltil dropping with fatigue the wincb.-lland 
crying 1)1 I m -1 11 

Two parties ascended Brassington Face, saJing 
the reason their lU1ees were s~akil1g was because they 
could beat a tattoo on the rock with their toes, so 
keeping their circulation flowing. 

Some very interesting skiing on the grass slopes 
approaching the rocks was had by one meLlbex of tl1e meet 
who introduced an acrobatic method of somersaulting on 
ski when stationery so as to tUl'n round. 

The meet broke up eventually late in the afternoon. 
We all agreed it had been a highly successful week-end. 
My only coh~ent is that it was a pity mo~e Oreads did 
not get out for the full week-e:i.1d.. .:-~ • .;.1.. 

Glan Dena. February 25th/27th. This was our third 
annual joint meet at the M.A.fi1s country residence, 
and what a"hectic weekend it turned out to be! ~he 

leader, along with Charles ASllbury and John adderley, 
arrived almost simult~~eo~sly ~nth Ken B~indley and 
John Fisher, after exciting journeys over icy l'oads. 
The hut was· completely blocked b:.r a huge snOi.'ldrift ~ 
and all water systems were frozen solid. Adderley 
now blossomed forth in his true colours as an anarchist, 
as with blow torch in hand he endeavoured to set fire 
to the hut under the excuse of de-freezing the water 
pipes and lavatory systems. Only the frozen nature of 
the wood and the grace of God p~~evented this; nevert;le­
less by 4 a.m. Saturday morning he and Charles Ashbm:,y 
had everything under control. Bl"indley had steked 
the boiler, and the leader had organized Et roz't':i.tl.g fi:'o 
in the lounge, and so we l~etired to bG~, L1 pL):':B ·: ..'·CC 
complacent moods. 

... Saturday was glorious. Bc.gs (ff ;3!:iC',) ,~ '.::":-0 P(·~'J~j''0.r·I, 

for axe\'lork - a bitter wJnd,' cl'.::::::r i.:;1~i·J:.:', f..'r'd t(1'):"'i0'U~ 
yellowing sunshine tempt6d 8VtHyO,li,'; Y;'"C, ,.<~xJ..,. ~,(j.lli;;.; 
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~l\:i~d, some we:J.t ridgewalking, l(en Brindley -cOl·red Adderley
 
L::"U :Fis;:.er up thigh deep sua"l in ,,'estern GUllj' on' Gl/der
 
~?8.ch, and ;.ike i~oo:L'e amI Ger1"'Y :Sl~itton on tire advice 01' t(le
 
1.8ade.r tackled the forrJidable pitches of Tryfan f S :Torth
 
GU~~Y'1 probably t~e best cla~sic winter ~oute in the area,
 
Vl'C.l tL1e 1'e5u1"t tllat tney re-Gu:r:~led late out eleted. Said
 

, JerrJ ' "l stood or.. a mound of pOllder snm-l w~lilst ;~ike stood
 
on ul/shoulders, and J.:wondel'ed'\;lhich, ",nuld collapse first,
 
we of tbe Sll0vl l!lOUL'.cl, but a t t~le critical llloment liike moved
 
up the bi~'; l)i tcl.1 and bot:~ ttle snow allG. I bre&ttled a sigh of
 
:.'elief li •
 

Ju6.~l" rIa.adiey, the first -Co open the ~lut' t~18.t afternoon, 
fou...'>ld 'uoG'"lendous ' bu:rsts ill the l&cl:-es' bedrooms, and with 
true plwnoers zeal scrambled il1tO t~le loft to see' what she 
could do.311e forgot the ~d tctlCl1 uas l::..nclerneatll and almost 
rnade an unpre111edi tated and rapilt l~esce~lt as' tl'le as.bestos 
:i:Oofing ga.ve '~my b3l'1Cath ~:'8I' feet. Beating her b~~east vii th 
woe she dashed out of .. tilG ~lUt ,jealously clutcl1ing the water 
s-tal"ldk'lipe, and cr:ring out londly to the blue skies, "Oh Hhere, 
011 where do I turn it off '? 11 • .", 

A' frenzied 110Ul' of "toil cS.nd -.Jet" now follO\led. l'hG
 
Ieader was heard to bleat feebly ~Qat only water from the
 
tivel' c';)Uld be used from 110il ' OL, 2,r:.d ,vas SGen to CQ1-Jer in
 
the icy blast as standing upon -,;L.e ol"'i<.lge h~' hauled up
 
in:tlurnel~able buckets of ,later 'IJhilst cl'uel jeers floated from
 
-Q.i.e doorway of the hut.
 

j/Ol"tlli"1.ately, Brindley once Iam."e came to-' the rescue, 
discov8~ed a stoy cock in the ~oof which isolated the ladies' 
side of the hut, and so once more fires roared up the 
chimney" the \later c~lOr'tled in the i)ipes, and tile leader 

'gloomily nursin~ a 'cold, collected with fiendish glee the 
hut dues, and hugging JGCle limp and ta-tte.redbank notes to 
his bosom, retired early to bed. 

Sunday "JaS even more glOl~ious as to Heather. ALder-ley
 
\f-hO pl.'eviously had been seen \/aving the bloll torch and"'"ex­

clE'~iming to 8.11 and sLmdry "l t ill an w1.bungerupper of bunged-

Ui) J.ayatory cisGsras:; 'JaS 11.0'\.1 J:)ersuaded by Bl'indley (ex _
 
\/C!:~}{:7.':'~; r:) ,.,re.""': t'~.:d_ ~, tigerish gleam in his eye,. to go and --try
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forcing an mlcl~TIbed gully to ~he left of Devil's 
...dtchen. The," departed festooned with pi tons of 
incredible leng"ch and '.'ere onl:v defeated by ~_c;cl;: of 
time. 

Fabulous Phil and i::aJ Haild.leJ forced one of the 
hardel'" gullies on Y Garn j on SnOi'i Hhich \;Jas deftni tely 
improving, and ll8.11,Y others ,ie:ce out \ialking. Jut the 
leader and his pard, with aduirable fortitude, declined 
the LlVitation of the peaks and vii t~l tl'ue stoicism and 
muttered oaths, cleaned up the (lUt and 'Hasbed up all 
the pots, pans, aLe: cutler?, '-'lhidl QVC:i."iOnc sej.d t,le::' d 
\lashed, but which still li-cte:i."'ed t~lG dillill[; :i.'oom a.nel 
kitchen in filthy disal'ray. 

Once again we t:1a::lk tlle 1.• A.1S.. for the use of the 
hut, and sympathize \dth the flroblcms that r81JIain. 

:'.3. 

~he coach is how full, so if you're not one of the 
lucky ones uith a seat you've had it - sorry, but the 
circular did say fir:st coma first served. 

The tecent severe weather augurs WGIl for the 
climbing in Glencoe. Do~'t forget that Easter in 
Scotland can be Arctic, so bring full winter gear, 
If in doubt \There to ca:tup, wri to to. me telling me 
where you intend to cliub, and I'll try to advise you, 
as I know Glencoe fail'ly well. rOI' the affluent, 
excellent accommodation can be had'at a very reasolwble 
price at either iCingshouse 0:' Clachaig Eotel. Thcr8 
is a primitive barn at Allt na Feadh (on the Glen~o(j 
road about two miles \'Jest of the Glen Btive Cr)~~l'j[ :::'8). 
It might still' be possible to get in at the S. __ ,~;~ .?ld;~ 

Lagan.garbtl (men only). 

If you have not yet· paid fa:;: thir: ',DC t 1 ,~-: ',.! ~""'l~ 

please do so before the day oj~ dGDcJ:L<',:l:G'( J) ,:; '.' '>.i.J.l.I 

be sEmt to LL~k 7.ia:.-b:r CJ: fr,o) an1 C:-l:"('.J.:?:' ,;..,,,.;~; .. : '~:'..! 
orders made pay'able to '~he ad.L1. ,::ssGC:) ~ .. ' " to·; :: ;,·:.. e.,i :.~, '.... 

-f.;""'-.... ;'j. (~~. ' 
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llhe Cookes a.ttended -Cbe annuQ.l dinner of the 
l~ountaill Club of r: ..;-ales on l:lebrual~J 19·~b. .:.J1.~la.n 

I'esponded fo:c tile guests - though l1e didn't knm'l ~le 
\Jas going to until he arrived! Lil\:e ~Ioore and 
Laurie BU:i:'ns \;e1'8 also in ~: .tjales t~lat \.ree~end. 
O~l the Saturday they asce'clded ,([oel Siabad and on 
the SU:1G.E..,f, t06et~ler ui t~l ,3:1.'iE'-11 and i,i8..:cion, clL~bed 

a snowy gUlly oa Pen :./r Oleu iien. 

J:hesame \veekend, El'ic .':;'l/11e was j)rincinal guest 
at the S.U.II.C. dinner at tl1e' Earquis- of Granby.. On 
tile SUl~day :81'ic, vlitb. l:'raiL.>: t'i-czgerald t (President 
S.',:'.h.C) and 11aur-ice 'I'vlen~t.;nna~-l., clirnbed the l'Tortb. 
Face of Back ~or uhaer very-icy c'onditi'Oiis·,taking­
four hours. Eric believes this mal be a first irJinter 
ascent. 

l ..ike Hoore an() his Hut SU~x~oIiIJittee have been 
continuing their Llal'd uork look:L' '.; for a Club hut. 
They have a "possible" in the S·c.::ilage al~ea, Q.nd 
ano'cher iil' Capel Curig - a cott:;.,,;;. ~alled 1I~;aenhir". 

11ms led John ll~lbourn to make c;. Quote - Ir~lhat I s the 
news about this Ben Hur place'? n • , 

Speaking of huts, 3ric Byne fttr..ctioning in his 
capacity as President of the i-iolliltain Club opened' 
t~leir nmi hut, :i'~"l1. y T\ill, on :'~a2ch. 5th. The hut 
is situated belm'! Craig CO\'Jarc~l. ~Che I.ucksack' Club 
have already offered the Loul1tain Club reciprocal 
rights; it's time we got one~ 

It has long been a~pa~ent that only half a dozen 
members '!,-rant a Journal, 2nd it looks as, if the saille 
number or less want a newsletter. Isn't either of 
these worth supportin[;? Are Jrou going to let both 
of them die? 




